, and the lasting political changes which ensued. Peron oversaw the rapid industrialisation of Argentine society during the mid twentieth century, modernising the nation's power and transport infrastructures and, most importantly, developing social services and redirecting profits to the poor. The socialist and protectionist elements of the Peronista ideology are subject to continuing popular debate in Argentina, while the leader's personal life and marriage to the iconic Eva Duarte captures much interest from overseas scholars and journalists. For better or worse, Juan Peron was-and continues to be-a massively popular figure in Argentine history. Karush and Chamosa's book explores this important element of Peron's governance, focusing on the interactions between 'ordinary Argentines and the regime'.
The most innovative part of this project, for me, were the analyses of a range of cultural texts, such as folk and tango music, beauty contests and television melodramas. Without much of a background in Latin American history, it was informing to read about the relationship between the emerging creative industries of the day, such as film, television, magazines and even modernist architectural design, and the regime's style of governance, public relations and speech writing. As interesting as these cultural descriptions are, the privileging of emotional recollection seems to prevent the book from proper engagement with some key cultural terms. There is little interrogation of phrases like 'working class' and 'solidarity', for example, from any popular, cultural or even sociological perspective.
And although class and racial 'stereotypes' may have been more prevalent in 1940s' popular culture, the book tends to present such categories as being self-evident.
Though there is a brief discussion of how Peron's governance differed from other dictatorial countries elsewhere, particularly the fascist and communist regimes in The New Cultural History of Peronism is indeed a useful resource for those interested in Latin American history, offering plenty of themes for undergraduate students to explore. Anglophone readers seeking an entry into the subject may need to do a bit more background work to make the most of this book. Rather than providing a review of past Marxist authors writing about the subject, for instance, the introduction may have been better utilised to acquaint readers with some of the key historical details about Argentina, particularly the class of migrants from Europe who were derided for their wealth and power by Peronist ideology. Essays in the latter half of the book, likewise, were disappointingly missing translations of quoted songs, poems and speeches. While it wasn't hard to track down qualified Spanish translators, I couldn't help but feel that a little extra effort in this respect may have helped broaden the book's appeal to its audience of English-speaking scholars.
For those researchers working on cultural histories in other countries, The New Cultural History of Peronism provides a rich cross-section of case studies to parallel and contrast. While it is an invaluable resource for more specialist researchers of Latin American history and politics, I believe its focus on the cultural VOLUME17 NUMBER2 SEP2011 380 aspects of governance is an approach that would be welcomed by cultural studies scholars studying political formations in other national contexts. 
